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Education Through Remote Learning 

 

Castle Primary School is committed to providing opportunities for continued education for all 

children during any extended periods of closure. 

 

Remote learning may also be appropriate in situations when children, in agreement with the 

school, have a period of absence but are able to work at home, at least to some extent. This 

may apply in cases such as longer term illness, assuming children are able to complete school 

work at home. Another relevant instance would be if, following an infectious disease outbreak, 

individuals/Year Groups are self-isolating at home but are not suffering with relevant symptoms. 

There is no obligation for the school to provide continuity of education to learners who are 

absent in contravention to school or government guidance. 

We expect all children to engage in ‘Remote Learning’ and we are responsible for monitoring 

daily engagement. For those children who do not engage, checks will be made with individual 

families to address any barriers to the child’s education experience. Support will be given to try 

to find a solution to these barriers. 

 

The minimum statutory requirements following school closures are as below: 

Key Stage 1:     3 hours a day 

Key Stage 2:     4 hours a day 

At Castle Primary School we strive to follow our set curriculum for all year groups, providing 

learners with a range of lessons in each subject. Timetables can be found on the class pages 

on the website. 

 

Remote Learning In The Event Of Extended School Closure 

In the event of an extended school closure, the school will provide continuity of education in the 

following ways: 

 Regular direct instruction from Class Teachers, with the ability of learners to ask 
questions online (via Teams/email) 

 Setting work for the children to complete, posted either on Teams or the school website 
http://www.castleprimary.co.uk/ or via on learning platforms such as Education City, Ed 
Shed, TT Rockstars 

 Workbooks, text books, reading books will also be available for ‘Remote Learning’ to 
develop independent working 

 Phonics videos for sounds of the week through Discovery Education. 

 Links to You Tube for stories and rhymes, BBC School Radio – bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio 

 The assessment of specific assignments that are submitted to teachers electronically 
and on which feedback is provided. 

 Children and Teachers are expected to have access to the internet whilst at home; the 
school recognises that many families may not have home printers and will therefore not 

      require the printing of material. 

 Links to local and national initiatives e.g. Joe Wicks PE sessions, Three Peaks 
Challenge 

http://www.castleprimary.co.uk/


 
The primary online platforms the school will use to deliver continuity of education are: 
 
Microsoft Teams: accessed via the relevant app or desktop application, or via the following 
URL: https://teams.microsoft.com (This will be used for Years 3 to 6 only) or by accessing the 
class pages on our website http://www.castleprimary.co.uk/ 
 

The extent to which different methods of instruction are employed is likely to be determined by 

the length of any school closure and the ability of both children, families and teachers to 

participate in remote learning. The school reserves the right to vary the range of methods 

used to provide remote learning tasks, feedback and interaction, based on the particular 

circumstances of any closure and based on our experience.  

Children/families will be provided with a school email address to avoid any issues regarding 

GDPR, there will be no expectation for parents/carers or learners to provide their own email 

addresses for use. 

 

 
Live Sessions 

 

Teachers may arrange to deliver content in a ‘live’ manner (either by text or audio and/or 

visual means). There is no expectation of teachers to carry out live sessions. 

Microsoft Teams/Zoom are platforms that allow for resources to be shared, Teachers to 

provide guidance, and children to be able to ask questions in ‘real-time’. Children will be 

provided with details of sessions through the ‘calendar’, or email and will be expected to 

participate in them.      

Current ‘Live’ sessions are as follows: 

Years 1/2    Guided Maths Session (once per week) 

Years 3/6    Maths Reasoning, Guided Reading (both once per week) 

Years 1/6    Social Communication  (once per week) 

EYFS          Story Time  (once every three weeks)     

 

Video/Online Lessons 

For some lessons video recordings or voice over ‘powerpoint’ may be used. These may be 

either created by Teachers or used from published sites such as ‘Oak Academy’, ‘BBC 

Bitesize’, etc 

These videos will be uploaded to either Teams or the school website and can be accessed at 

any time, allowing greater flexibility for families to complete the work around their personal 

schedules 

Video sessions are used by all year groups from EYFS to Year 6. 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/
http://www.castleprimary.co.uk/


Assessment and Feedback 

 

Providing timely and helpful feedback is a cornerstone of good teaching and learning, and whilst 

this may be more challenging with remote learning, teachers will endeavour to provide regular 

feedback to our children on pieces of work that they are required to submit.  

Given the nature of the tasks, the type of feedback teachers can provide may not have the same 

format as marking an exercise book. Teachers are encouraged to ensure, when they set 

assessed work, that it is designed in such a way that meaningful feedback may be provided. 

Children/families are encouraged to return work for assessment via Teams (Years 3 to 6) or by 

email (whole school) if needed. Electronic communication between families and teachers is a 

vital part of successful ‘Remote Learning’. Telephone communication with EYFS families 

provides opportunities for teachers to share ideas and obtain guidance for our curriculum 

delivery.    

Within our EYFS monitoring and feedback uses ‘Earwig’, an online tool where both parents and 

staff can upload and make comments on children’s achievements. This is supplemented with 

regular contact either by telephone or email.    

                           

Expectations of Learners 
 
Assuming that a child is healthy and well enough to work, they will be expected to participate 
as fully as possible in the remote learning process, attending relevant live sessions, 
completing independent work, and submitting assessed tasks promptly and to the best of their 
ability.  
 
Our children/families will also be expected to read and respond to communication from the 
school (e.g. an email from the class teacher) on a regular basis. If children or families have any 
questions about specific tasks set, these should be directed towards their class teacher either 
by email or through Teams.  
 
Teachers must work on the assumption that learners will not necessarily have the full range of 
books and equipment that they would usually have in school. However, if advance notice is 
possible, teachers will instruct learners to have relevant equipment ready for use. 
The school expects that families have internet access at home to access remote learning 
resources, but teachers will make no presumption of the learner’s ability to print at home. 

 

Different Ways to ‘Engage’ Children In Remote Learning: 

 

 Ensuring that children have the opportunity to interact with each other. This could be in 

the form of social groups; small group working for those children who are struggling; live 

lessons, etc. 

 Alternating different tasks or activities and varying the content of lessons. 

 Celebrate achievement across the whole school. 

 Children feeling part of the school community through quizzes, treasure hunts, sports 

challenges, newsletters, photographs on the website, etc 

 Setting projects for children to complete with a ‘show and tell’ time to share with others. 

 Add extra activities, resources to the school website for children to use. 



Remote Learning For Individual Learners When School Remains Open 

 

Assuming an absence has been agreed with the school, and the child in question is healthy 

enough to work from home, the school will provide work for children who are unable to attend 

in person. The collation of work and communication with the parent/carer will be coordinated 

by the child’s teacher or member of the Senior Leadership Team. Though every case will 

have its own specifics, a rough guideline for the frequency of communication between school 

and parent/carer would be once per week.  

 

If a significant number of learners are absent from school, but the school remains open, the 

Head Teacher will decide what method of remote learning will operate. 

 

 

Safeguarding During School Closures 

 

In the event of a school closure, children, parents, carers and teachers are reminded that the 

school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy still applies to all interactions between 

pupils and teachers. In that policy, there are specifically prohibited behaviours and reporting 

obligations to which teachers must adhere, whether they are at home, in the community or at 

school. 

 

Critical Workers/ Vulnerable Children  

 

Children of Parents whose work is critical to the response of Covid-19 (or to the response of 

EU transition) and Vulnerable children will follow the same timetable and work as provided to 

those children who are Remote Learning. 

 

 

Borrowing Equipment From School 

 

With remote learning there is an expectation that children have access to devices to 

complete their digital work. If families require support from school with digital devices etc they 

should email the school office to check availability.  

Any digital devices borrowed from school by our families will be loaned for the duration of the 

closure period. It is the responsibility of the family to ensure safeguarding measures are in 

place to keep our children safe whilst they are learning at home. 

 

 

 



 

Video/’Live’  Sessions  
 

During video calls with your teachers it is really important that you stick to these rules: 

 An adult is with you during the video call but at a distance and not in the camera view. 

 Adults must ensure that the child has a quiet place to participate in ‘live’ sessions 

 You are in either your dining room, living room or kitchen and not your bedroom. 

 You must be dressed and ready – not in pyjamas. 

 Please remember that the video conference is part of school. You must be respectful to  

 staff and other pupils. School rules still apply! 

 Staying safe online – keeping yourself, your classmates and your teacher safe. 

 Do not record or take pictures of your teacher or classmates during you online  

 sessions. 
 

Joining The Video Call 

 
 Your teacher will send you an invitation to join a meeting on Teams. Which will come 

     through in an email. 

 Open the invitation and click on yes. 

 Go onto the calendar, you should be able to see the meeting on the calendar. 

 Click on Join. 

 You will have the option to join in the app or to join using the browser. If you can 

download the Teams app it works better. 

 Then click join in. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a good idea to blur the 

background so everyone in 

your class can’t see all of 

your house 

Start with your microphone 
muted (turned off) 
otherwise it gets very noisy! 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  

 

 


